January 2018

Mayor's Musings
Happy New Year to all of you in Davidson. I hope that
your holiday was full of cheer and merriment. I want to start by
saying how excited I am to be Davidson’s new mayor. This is not a
role that I ever envisioned myself having, but it is one that I take
seriously and with great conviction. Davidson is a special place,
and I feel so fortunate to have been elected to be a steward and
caregiver for our town. Our newly elected commissioners share
this sentiment, and I can’t wait to see what good things we will
accomplish together.
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Mayor Rusty Knox

Our citizens have become much more engaged in the process of
“Town Hall” in the last several years. Social media has played a big
part in this engagement. Both awareness and activism are products of this engagement.
With the good comes the bad, and these last couple of years have proven to be much more
contentious than any time in our past. In writing my first message, I can only focus on
one thing…OUR DAVIDSON. We are a small town approaching 13,000 residents. We
are a town of professionals, professors, students, families, retirees, locals, and transplants.
We are Wildcats, Tar Heels, Blue Devils, Wolfpackers, Falcons, Mountaineers, 49ers,
Buckeyes, Wolverines, Nittany Lions, Golden Bulls, Huskies, Vikings, Hornets, and
Panthers. We are commuters, stay-at-home moms, home-based business professionals, and
independent contractors. Above all of these things, we are Davidsonians. Our differences
are what make up the fiber of our town.
During my time campaigning, I talked to many different folks with many rich and
wonderful stories of growing up in their special places. I heard in many of these
conversations, the same common thread: a desire to be part of something bigger,
something special, something unique. We are truly blessed to have many talented and
passionate individuals who live in our town. The most fascinating thing in all of these
conversations was that everyone centered on one specific thing, keeping our Davidson the
Davidson that we all fell in love with. I have said this many times and firmly believe it;
“Corporate America did not move you to Davidson, you chose to move here.” Additionally,
I discovered a philosophical divide that was troublesome but offers up a wonderful
opportunity at the same time. If we all wanted the same thing, why then are we not getting
along? Why this “divide”? What if the energy that was being spent both publicly and on
social media was channeled towards doing positive things in and for our town?
In the spring, I hope to start a new pet project for our residents — a “Dinner on the
Lawn” for the whole town. This can rotate around town to Roosevelt Wilson Park, Beaver
Dam, the Village Green, Fisher Farm, Summers Walk, River Run, and with partnership
from Davidson College, maybe a couple of sites on campus. I am a firm believer in the
fellowship of breaking bread together. Food can be a great peace maker and relationship
builder. We all want the same thing, we all share the same beliefs, and I believe that we can
all find common ground.
In the coming months, there are many projects that will be at the forefront of what
Davidson looks like in the future. All of these projects will impact us as we move
forward, and public input is going to be one of THE most important facets of how
Davidson grows. Our staff, which in my opinion is the best staff around, has proved to be
knowledgeable and engaging with our citizens when there are concerns. Look for many
Continued on back cover
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Town Manager
— we want to ensure that we are reaching
Davidson’s citizens in a variety of methods
to share information and encourage
participation in our meetings, information
and input sessions, and events.

Your Davidson Mayor and Commissioners attended the “Essentials of Municipal Government 2018” course
sponsored by the UNC School of Government in mid-January.

Happy 2018! I hope you and your
families enjoyed the holiday season.
We have a new mayor and board of
commissioners serving the Town of
Davidson and we welcome them to their
roles — we look forward to learning about
their vision for the town and helping to
bring that vision to fruition. The mayor
and commissioners are charged with
setting policy, and town staff are charged

with implementing that policy through
our various departments and projects.
We have a process in place to help the
mayor and commissioners achieve their
goals. In January, we held two retreats
to discuss the vision of the mayor and
commissioners, set goals, and create
a strategic plan with action items for
each department. We also discussed
communications and citizen engagement

Davidson Mayor and Board of Commissioners

I’d like to emphasize that town staff is at
your service. If you have any questions,
issues or concerns that pertain to town
business, please contact us. We have a staff
directory on our new mobile app, on our
website at www.townofdavidson.org/staff,
and on the homepage of our website —
simply click on the green “staff directory”
icon in the center. You are welcome to
contact us via phone or email, and if you
see us around town, introduce yourself,
ask us questions, and share your thoughts.
If you have questions or thoughts on
policy direction for the Davidson Mayor
and Board of Commissioners, you
may email them as a group at board@
townofdavidson.org or call them directly
via phone. Please see their contact
information below.
We wish you the best this year and look
forward to seeing you around town.
Please contact me at jjustice@
townofdavidson.org with any questions.

Mayor Rusty Knox:
rknox@townofdavidson.org
704-641-7301
Mayor Pro Tempore Jim Fuller:
jfuller@townofdavidson.org
704-575-7574
Commissioner Jane Campbell:
jcampbell@townofdavidson.org
704-897-8915
Commissioner Matthew Fort:
mfort@townofdavidson.org
704-431-2451
Commissioner Autumn Michael:
amichael@townofdavidson.org
704-904-3388
Commissioner David Sitton:
dsitton@townofdavidson.org
704-756-6425

Commissioners David Sitton and Jane Campbell, Mayor Rusty Knox, and Commissioners Autumn Michael,
Matthew Fort, and Jim Fuller.
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Email the entire board as a group at
board@townofdavidson.org

Finance

Planning

The town’s FY2017 financial statements received an unmodified
opinion from our auditors, Rowell, Craven and Short, PA. An unmodified opinion indicates that the financial statements present the financial position of the town fairly in all
material respects as of June 30, 2017. Rowell, Craven and Short Partner Ann Craven presented the report to the Davidson Board of Commissioners at the December 12 meeting
and was highly complimentary of the town’s financial operations. The financial statements
have been expanded to include an introductory and statistical section and are considered
a Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) by the Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA). The CAFR has been submitted to the GFOA for consideration for
their Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.

The Davidson
Mobility Plan

Highlights from the fiscal year 2017 financials:
• The assets of the Town of Davidson exceeded its liabilities by $24,073,208 (net
position); an increase of $1,569,433 over the previous year.
• The Town of Davidson’s governmental funds reported combined ending fund balances
of $12,475,170 with a net increase of $1,877,023 in fund balance. Approximately
17.58 percent of this total amount, or $2,193,651, is non-spendable or restricted.
• The unassigned fund balance (UFB) for the general fund (our primary fund) was
$7,352,238 or 82.09 percent of total general fund expenditures. This was an increase of
$770K over FY2016. The town’s financial policy imposes a 35% stabilization threshold
representing three months of FY 2018 expenditures and a 10% emergency fund. Net of
this stabilization threshold, available UFB was $3.47 million at June 30, 2017.
• The Town of Davidson’s total debt increased by $2,723,722 (60.66%) during the
current fiscal year. The key factors relative to this increase in the general fund were
new borrowings for the construction of Fire Station 2 and the purchase of a street
sweeper, and increases in the pension liabilities for the Local Governmental Employees’
Retirement System (LGERS) and the Law Enforcement Officers Special Separation
Allowance (LEOSSA) plans.
• The town’s total debt and long-term liabilities total $7,237,311 which includes $3.8
million of installment debt, $1.8 million in deferred obligations to the Town of
Mooresville for Continuum (formerly known as MI-Connection), and $1.6 million in
compensated absences and pension liability. Approximately 9.3% of this fiscal year’s
budget is going toward Continuum subsidies.
• The town remains well positioned to fund capital needs and take advantage of potential
grant-funded projects which require match funding.
A complete copy of the FY 2018 CAFR can be found on the town’s finance department
webpage: http://www.townofdavidson.org/Finance

Human Resources

We’re Hiring in our Police and Fire Departments!
Do you have interest in becoming a police officer? We welcome anyone with interest
to set up an appointment to meet with a police officer and learn more about the
department. Any interested applicants are encouraged to submit a request for a ridealong with the department as well. Email Human Resources Manager Heather James
at hjames@townofdavidson.org to make an appointment. If you are ready to apply,
please visit our website at www.townofdavidson.org/jobs to submit an application.
We are also seeking part-time firefighters. Please visit our website to review the
requirements and qualifications, and to submit an application.
We are looking forward to reviewing applications for our public safety departments.
www.townofdavidson.org

The Davidson Mobility Plan has
begun! At their January regular meeting,
the board of commissioners received a
presentation from planning staff and
consultant Alta Planning + Design about
what the community should expect in the
coming weeks and months as the mobility
plan gets underway. The Davidson
Mobility Plan will be a community-led
effort to look at innovative solutions,
projects, and programs to help residents
move in town on foot, bike, car, and
transit.
The Davidson Mobility Plan will also
serve as a Comprehensive Transportation
Plan (CTP) that evaluates moving people
around town. The plan will evaluate all
modes of transportation and provide
prioritized recommendations for projects,
policies, and programs that will provide
balanced strategies to address congestion.
This plan will provide actionable items
such as recommendations, timelines, costs,
and funding sources for projects to help
the town manage, sustain, and improve its
transportation infrastructure. As a multimodal, forward-thinking plan, it will
be a plan that finds opportunities today
and plans for what can help us manage
congestion and flow for years to come.
The community will have many
opportunities to participate. The project
has a dedicated website
(www.davidsonmobilityplan.com)
including a calendar of events, important
documents, and interactive wikimaps.
There will be many public engagement
opportunities beginning with the
Community Conversation on February
8 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Davidson
United Methodist Church and a four-day
charrette March 5-8. The charrette will
include all-day work sessions at various
locations around town with presentations
at the end of each session. We set up
an eCrier list specific to the Davidson
Mobility Plan, so please go to www.
townofdavidson.org/eCrier to subscribe.
We encourage you to participate!
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A message from our Fire Chief

Engines, Ladders, and Such
For the past six months, the
Davidson Fire Department has been
staffing two companies in preparation for
the opening of Fire Station 2 – one Engine
Company and one Ladder Company. If
you frequent the downtown area, it is
highly likely that you have noticed our
ladder truck on the road more often than
it was before. This brings me to a question
that I am frequently asked by town citizens
and visitors: “Why do we need such a big
ladder truck in this small town?” This is
certainly a fair question – after all, most
of our buildings are no taller than three
stories, with our tallest being six (Duke
Family Performance Hall on Davidson’s
campus). This article will be dedicated
to explaining the differences between an
engine and a ladder and the reasons we
need both!
The most common type of fire truck that
you will see in almost any fire department
is an engine. Engines carry more water
than ladders – usually 500 gallons or
more. They also carry more hose. All told,
our primary engines carry roughly 2,500
feet of hose which comes in a variety
of sizes and is used for several different
purposes. As I explained in a previous
article, the term “company” refers not
only to the truck, but also to the people
riding in it. The primary functions of an
Engine Company are to establish a water
supply, stretch hoses into the building
that is on fire, and to extinguish the fire.
There are, of course, other functions that
engine companies may perform, such
as search and rescue, but as I – a career
“Engine Guy” – have always told my
fellow firefighters on the ladder company,
somebody has to go inside and put out the
fire!
So aside from the big ladder on top of the
truck, what is different about a Ladder
Company? Ladder trucks typically carry
less water (no more than 300 gallons) and
less hose (roughly 1,000 feet total). There
are also functional differences between an
Engine Company and a Ladder Company.
A Ladder Company is typically responsible
for searching for victims at a fire, for
cutting ventilation holes on the roof, and
for forcing entry into a building. Does
this mean that these things won’t happen
if a ladder company is not available? It
4

absolutely does not. But the ladder truck
does carry special equipment to make
these jobs a little easier for the crews.
And to the aforementioned FAQ, why
on earth do we need a ladder that is
105-feet tall in the Town of Davidson?
When one considers that a 105-foot aerial
device (or ladder) typically only reaches
approximately 60-70 feet into the air (or
six stories), it really is not so “oversized”
after all. And this does not take into
account crowded parking lots, trees, and
other objects that sometimes keep us from
getting the ladder truck as close to the
building as we would like. Also, having
a ladder truck in our fleet comes with an
added bonus for you as town citizens!
Part of our town’s ISO (insurance) rating
is based on the proximity of the closest
ladder truck. Simply translated, having
Davidson Ladder 1 helps to keep your
insurance premiums at reasonable levels.

Carbon Monoxide Facts
Every year, hundreds lose their
lives to unintentional carbon monoxide
poisoning. For your safety and that of
your family, it is important that you know
some basic facts about carbon monoxide.
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a byproduct
of combustion and is typically found in
homes when natural gas or propane-fueled
household appliances (fireplaces, central
heating systems, water heaters, etc.) are
not operating properly. Small motors
or vehicles running in enclosed spaces
can also cause deadly levels of carbon
monoxide.

on the ceiling like smoke detectors.
Many can simply be plugged into a
household electrical outlet. Follow
the manufacturer’s directions when
installing a carbon monoxide detector.
• Carbon monoxide detectors typically
have different audible alerts for actual
alarms and detector faults. Most of the
time, there are instructions listed on the
back of the detector. If you are not sure,
you should ALWAYS call 911 and ask
for the fire department. Our trucks carry
special meters that can detect carbon
monoxide and other gases. We would
much rather come out early and be sure
than be called after it is too late!
• Symptoms of carbon monoxide
poisoning include headaches, dizziness,
and nausea. The absence of symptoms
should NOT prevent you from calling
911 if your carbon monoxide detector
activates.
Stay warm and stay safe!
Chief Bo Fitzgerald

New Hires in the
Fire Department
As we gear up for the opening of
the second fire station, we are bringing
onboard three new full-time engineers.
Please stop by the fire department and
welcome them to Davidson. They are very
excited to be here!

If you have gas appliances in your home,
or if your house or apartment has an
attached garage, it is important to have a
working carbon monoxide detector. CO
detectors save lives – period. Here are
some other facts that you should know:
• Carbon monoxide is colorless, tasteless,
AND odorless. You may be able to smell
exhaust or combustion byproducts, but
you cannot smell carbon monoxide.
This is one of the reasons having a
working carbon monoxide detector is so
important.
• Carbon monoxide has nearly the same
molar mass as the air around us (it is
only slightly lighter), and detectors
do not necessarily have to be placed
www.townofdavidson.org

Chip "Skippy" Carr joined the Davidson Fire

Department as a full-time engineer after 30+ years as
a firefighter/engineer of Engine Company 15A with
the City of Charlotte. He is married to Robin Carr
and they have two grown sons. He enjoys camping,
attending sporting events, and spending time with his
wife on days off. He is the volunteer fire chief at Ranlo
Fire & Rescue in Gaston Co. and works part-time at
Stanley Fire Department.

Police
Angel Tree

Wayne Haydt joined the Davidson Fire
Department as a full-time engineer after 28+ years as
a firefighter/engineer with the City of Charlotte. He
is married with three daughters – his oldest daughter
graduated from Davidson College and now is pursuing
a graduate degree. His second eldest daughter is
attending Kansas City Art Institute, and his third
daughter is a sophomore in high school. In his free
time, he enjoys fishing and hunting.

The annual Angel Tree program
was a huge success. Our partnership with
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, individuals, families, and local businesses ensured
that children in need had a happy holiday.
This year Cpl. Melvin Waller coordinated
the program for the Davidson Police
Department with assistance from longtime program director Scott Misenheimer.
Donations enabled us to provide gifts
and clothing to fifty (50) families with
one-hundred-twenty-four (124) children.
Monetary contributions of $1,700 from
individuals, families, and a local business
extended our ability to cover additional
Davidson Police Sgt. Cindy Smith had a little fun
expenses for meals and household needs
while she and others helped wrap gifts for Davidson’s
for some of the families and local elderly in families as part of the Angel Tree program.
need. And, the McIntosh Law Firm generously donated space for the collection, wrapping, and pick-up point for the program.
Considerable secure space is needed for about 45-60 days prior to distribution, and
we don’t have that capability in our public facilities. Use of this donated space ensures
all contributions go to recipients and not to renting a secure space.
The outpouring of support for such a worthwhile program was uplifting. Providing
a struggling parent the capability to bring some joy to their child through the
generosity of strangers is a gift in itself. Everything from warm clothes to dolls, Legos,
and bicycles was distributed on December 15 and 16 by volunteers and officers. We
enjoyed working with volunteers and town employees who wrapped gifts, delivered
gifts, and were behind the scenes organizing and collecting all the materials and gifts.
We liked to have a little fun too. (See picture of Sgt. Cindy Smith.) We hope to make
next year just as successful.

Jeffrey Williams joined the Davidson Fire
Department as a full-time engineer after a 13-year
career with the City of Charlotte Fire Communication
Division as a Telecommunicator II. In this role, he
answered and processed 911 calls and supervised seven
employees. He has worked part-time for the last 15
years with the Huntersville Fire Department, most
recently serving as a Captain for the department. He is
married and has two sons - Jackson and Andrew (ages 7
and 5). He enjoys fishing at the beach and hanging out
with his family.

Grand Opening of
Fire Station 2
Stay tuned for details on the
grand opening ceremony for fire station
2, located at 19436 Davidson-Concord
Road. We’re excited to give you a tour.
This new station will enable us to better
serve our residents in the eastern part
of our jurisdiction. We’ve experienced
weather delays over the past several
months, but anticipate a completion date
this spring.

Driving While Intoxicated enforcement continues
Carrying over from December, the Davidson Police Department will
continue increased public awareness and patrols for drivers operating under the
influence. The holiday and bowl season historically see an increase in DWI-related
vehicle crashes and fatalities. There are many options available to discourage a driver
from getting behind the wheel when impaired. The use of ride sharing options,
designated sober drivers, and taxi services are a better alternative than risking harm to
yourself or another; or getting a ride in the backseat of a patrol car.

Medicine Drop Box
The Davidson Police Department offers a
medicine drop box outside the west entrance of Davidson
Town Hall, near the police department, and it gets a lot
of use.
The drop box is available 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for
citizens to drop off outdated or unneeded prescription and
over-the-counter medications. The box is emptied twice
daily and medicines are destroyed according to protocol.
PLEASE NOTE that liquids and sharps (hypodermic
needles) are prohibited (some of the officers in charge
of emptying the box have been stuck by needles).

www.townofdavidson.org
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Parks and Recreation

Spring 2018 Classes
Spring youth and adult classes are available for registration. Youth
programs include introductory coding, ultimate Frisbee, basketball, tennis, yoga, arts and
crafts, etiquette classes, and more. We also offer a preschool Adventure Club. Learners
age nine and older can join basic sewing which has two sessions available. Adult classes
include sustainable yoga for older adults, watercolors, oil painting, women’s self-defense,
beginner Spanish, meditation, citizen CPR, basic estate planning, classes on social security
and Medicare, QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer), gardening, a class on how to pay for
college, and more. We also have two day trips: one to historic Brattonsville (April 24) and
one to Reed Gold Mine (May 10). Adults can also attend the ReadDavidson book events,
attend free monthly Senior Scholar lectures at the town hall board room, or can pay to
enroll in DavidsonLearns continuing adult education classes. Call 704-892-3349 or visit
us online at www.townofdavidson.org/dpr for complete information and registration.

Summer Camp 2018
Registration for summer camps begins Thursday, March 1. If your child
has an interest in fine arts, STEAM-related programs, athletics, the performing arts,
creative writing, music, the great outdoors, or the culinary arts, we have a camp to meet
your family’s needs. We even offer themed preschool camps. Camps typically occur in
the mornings (9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.) and in the afternoons (1:00 to 4:00 p.m.) with a
staff-supervised lunch break in between for campers staying for the full day. Register your
child for a morning and an afternoon camp within the same week and receive 10% off
your total purchase (discount available only over the telephone or in house). Call 704892-3349 or visit us online at www.townofdavidson.org/dpr for complete information
and registration.

Financial Assistance Available for Parks and
Recreation Programs
The Town of Davidson offers scholarships to residents. If a participant
qualifies for reduced lunch, he/she might be eligible for assistance of up to 50% off the
published fee. If the participant qualifies for free lunch, he/she may be eligible for 75% off
the published fee. All scholarship applicants must show proof of eligibility for financial
assistance.

The 48th Annual Town Day Celebration
Join us on the Town Green on Saturday, May 5 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
for the 48th annual Town Day celebration. This year’s celebration will include Davidson’s
own Amazing Race, games, food, vendors, performances, and much more. We encourage
all citizens to walk or ride a bike to the green and park your bike in our bicycle corral.

Watercraft Rental Program
Starting Saturday, May 26, Davidson residents can rent kayaks and
paddleboards from the Lake Davidson Nature Preserve. The fee is per watercraft: $15 for
Davidson residents and $20 for non-Davidson residents. Watercrafts are available for rent
on the second and fourth Saturday and Sunday, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. May through September.
Call 704-892-3349 or visit us online at www.townofdavidson.org/dpr for complete
information and registration.
6
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Park Updates
New Park at Bailey Springs: Bids for
construction of Phase I are due January
30. Phase I construction will include
basketball, volleyball, and two tennis
courts. In addition, we anticipate the
Davidson Board of Commissioners will
allocate funding for a playground and
bridge access across the park property
as part of the initial work. The current
projected timeline is: January/February:
Bidding and construction contracting,
March/April: Construction, May: Grand
Opening.
Abersham/Allison/Fisher Farm:
Greenway work is nearing completion in
Abersham, and the gates should be opened
by mid-January. Most importantly, we
are waiting on signage to ensure safety
for walkers and bikers as well as vehicular
traffic. A medium-sized picnic shelter in
Abersham will be installed by the county
later this spring. Fisher Farm reopened to
the public with substantial completion
on August 15, 2017. Staff will follow-up
with TreesDavidson regarding specimen
tree plantings between the stream and
greenway after all contractor work is
complete.

Program Guide
Our program guide follows. 

1
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Parks and Recr eation W int er/Spring 201 8 Program s
All programs and trips meet at the
Parks and Recreation Office, 865
South Street, unless otherwise
noted. For more information, call
704-892-3349 or visit
www.townofdavidson.org/dpr.
Financial assistance is available to
Town of Davidson residents.

AFTERSCHOOL
Afterschool Introduction to
Coding
Your kids will have fun playing
games while learning about
coding. They will learn about
algorithms, loops, conditions,
sequencing, problem solving,
debugging, and internet safety.
Bring your own computer/mouse
or tablet, or one can be provided.
Grades 2 - 5.
Day: Monday or Wednesday
Date: February 14 - 28 (Wed)
or March 5 - 26 (Mon) or
April 9 - 30 (Mon)
Time: 3:45 - 5:00 p.m.*
Fee: $45.00 February
$60.00 March, April
NR:
$50.00 February
$65.00 March, April
Afterschool Ultimate Frisbee:
Learn to Play
Ultimate develops core athletic
skills and is exciting and fun for
participants. In this introductory
afterschool program, we teach the
basic fundamentals of the sport:
throwing, catching, defense and
offense, which we teach by
playing games to develop these
skills. Each participant will receive
their own frisbee and a graduation
certificate upon completion of the
program. Ages 7 - 13.
Day: Wednesday
Date: February 14 - March 14
Time: 3:45 - 5:00 p.m.*

Fee:
NR:

$50.00
$55.00

Afterschool Yoga
This fun yoga class is suitable for
children of varied abilities and needs.
Practice breathing techniques to
calm, energize, and balance the
nervous system. We will practice
flowing sequences, challenging
poses, partner and group poses,
restorative yoga, deep relaxation,
and mindfulness. Bring a yoga mat
and water, and wear clothes easy to
move in. Ages 7 - 12.
Day: Thursday
Date: March 1 - 29 or May 3 - 31
Time: 3:45 - 5:00 p.m.*
Fee: $100.00
NR: $110.00

Afterschool Basketball Fun & Skill
Development
This five-week program will focus on
developing player’s basketball “IQ”
and skills development in a fun and
positive environment. This program
will involve drills that develop both
team and individual skills, as well as
teach offensive and defensive team
concepts. All abilities welcome.
Grades 3 - 5.
Day: Tuesday
Date: March 13 - April 17
(no April 3)
Time: 3:45 - 5:00 p.m.*
Fee: $100.00
NR:
$110.00
Location: DES Gym

YOUTH
Tennis Tikes
Classes follow the 8U USTA format
using smaller racquets, low pressure
balls, and a smaller court. Using a
portable tennis net, the focus is on
learning strokes, technique,
movement, eye-hand coordination,
and rallying through structured drills
and fun games.
Day: Tuesday
Date: March 6 - 27
May 1 - 22
Time: 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.(Ages 4 - 5)
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.(Ages 6 - 8)
Fee: $30.00 (Ages 4 - 5)
$60.00 (Ages 6 - 8)
NR:
$35.00 (Ages 4 - 5)
$65.00 (Ages 6 - 8)
Location: Ada Jenkins Basketball
Court
Modern Manners for Successful Kids
Children will learn the essential
social skills that will give them the
self-confidence needed to handle
themselves at school, at the table,
when meeting new people, and
throughout their lifetime. Topics
covered will include: confident
introductions, conversational skills,
dining etiquette, polite host and
guest skills, and how to show respect
and kindness to peers and adults.
Grades 1 - 5.
Day: Sunday
Date: March 18
Time: 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Fee: $45.00
NR:
$50.00
Location: Town Hall Board Room

*Students who attend Davidson
Elementary School (DES) may sign
up for our after school pick-up
option at 3:30 p.m.
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Parks & Recreation: January - May 2018

Lorem Ipsum

Chillin’ with Mixed Media
Don’t let the outside cold put a
chill on your creativity. In this sixweek class, young artists will
explore fun techniques using
multiple art mediums to create
carefully thought out projects. In
each session the focus will be on
drawing inspiration from ‘Mr.
Winter’ and using common items
like scotch tape, glue, and food
coloring to create wacky robotic
snowmen, watercolor snowflakes
and Kandinsky-inspired trees.
From start to finish, the instructor
will help guide each student in
completing their playful
masterpiece. Artwork guaranteed
to brighten any wintry day. Grades
1 - 5.
Day: Wednesday
Date: January 24 - February 28
(skip February 7)
Time: 4:00 - 5:15 p.m.
Fee: $80.00
NR:
$95.00
Location: Town Hall Board Room
Adventurer Club
Preschoolers enjoy time spent
outside exploring the environment
and learning about nature in this
daily program. Indoor art, games,
and other activities will be
included when temperatures drop.
You may choose any combination
of days (as available) from once a
week to daily. Program dates will
follow the Davidson Green School
schedule. Ages 3 - 5.
Day: Any weekday
Date: February - May
Time: 12:45 - 2:45 p.m.
Fee: $75.00 Good for any 5
dates
NR:
$80.00 Good for any 5
dates
Location: Davidson Green School

PJs and Paintbrushes
Parents, could you use a night out?
Then make plans to drop off your
young artist, dressed in their cozy
pajamas, for an evening of
painting fun. While you are away
enjoying a quiet dinner, your
student will be set up with
everything needed to create a
winter wonderland landscape.
With oodles of acrylic paints,
paintbrushes, canvas, art smocks,
and easels, participants in this
class will walk away with a
whimsical masterpiece.
Grades 1 - 5.
Day: Friday
Date: February 2, March 2
or April 13
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee: $25.00
NR:
$30.00
Youth Wood Signs at AR
Workshop
Come to AR Workshop Davidson to
make a crafty wood sign. Select
from our many design options. In
the workshop you will decorate
your sign with our non-toxic paint

Nature-Themed Birthday Party
Woodland Discovery brings the
wonders of the outdoors to your
nature-themed birthday party. When
you book a party, we will discuss your
child's interests and provide
adventure. For the truly adventurous,
this party can also take place at Fisher
Farm. Ages 4-10.
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and stain. Participants will begin
with raw materials and will leave
with finished projects painted with
colors of their choosing. Ages 7 - 12.
Day: Wednesday
Date: April 18
Time: 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Fee: $40.00
NR:
$45.00
Location: AR Workshop
Confident and Polite Social Skills
for Teens
Teens will learn and practice the
social skills required to confidently
greet and make conversation with
peers and adults, make a good first
and lasting impression through
positive body language, successfully
interview for a job or college, and
have polite electronic etiquette.
Grades 8 - 12.
Day: Sunday
Date: April 22
Time: 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Fee: $45.00
NR:
$50.00
Location: Town Hall Board Room

Painting Birthday Party
Celebrate your artist with a painting
party. When you book the party, you
will work directly with the instructor
to determine your child’s project. The
instructor can offer a gallery of
paintings to choose from or will gladly
create a custom project based on their
“favorite things”. Ages 4 - 12.

Birthday parties are available on most Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. or from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. The resident fee is $140.00 for 10 guests and
$14.00 per each additional guest (non-resident rate is $170.00 for 10 guests
and $17.00 per each additional guest).
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Basic Sewing Class
In this beginner-friendly course,
participants will learn the basics of
sewing and operating a sewing
machine. Participants will be
surveyed beforehand via email or
phone to determine their individual
project goals. This course is taught
by long-time seamstress Katie
Chichester who has more than 30
years of experience in fabrics and
sewing. Call 704-892-3349 if you
need a loaner sewing machine. A
supply list will be emailed to all
participants approximately one
week prior to the beginning of
class. Two sessions available. Ages
9 and older.
Day: Tuesday
Date: February 6 - 27
April 10 - May 1
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $120.00
NR:
$130.00
Kids’ Bike Clinic - CMS Early
Release Day
Ready, set, ride! To make cycling
safer and more fun, local experts
will be on-hand to educate young
riders. Children can bring a bike
and helmet to participate in
training stations where they learn
about and practice safe bicycling
skills. This program is offered in
partnership with the NC Active
Routes to School program,
Mecklenburg County Safe Routes
to School, as well as the Town of
Davidson and Town of Cornelius
Police Departments. Grades K - 5.
Day: Wednesday
Date: April 18 (CMS Early Release
Day)
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: FREE- Registration is
required
Location: Ada Jenkins Basketball
Court

High-Flying Tea
The Town of Davidson Parks and
Recreation Department and
Armin's Catering invite you to join
us for our new High-Flying High
Tea at the Historic Beaver Dam
House. The High-Flying Tea is the
perfect excuse to put on your
spring attire and spend some
quality time flying a kite with your
son or daughter. Kites will be
provided and the menu includes
light fare, with consideration to
dietary restrictions. Fee is for one
adult/child pairing. Ages 5 and
older.
Day: Sunday
Date: May 20
Time: 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $40.00 per pair
$20.00 per addl. individual
NR:
$50.00 per pair
$25.00 per addl.
Individual
Location: Beaver Dam House
Davidson Gardens Day
Enjoy an opportunity to explore
local gardens to awaken your
senses, and be inspired to
transform your own landscape.
You’ll see shade-loving gardens,
native plants, medicinal herbs,
pollinator friendly plants, and
more. Hosted by Davidson Garden
Club members and the Davidson
Green School. Tour map and
garden descriptions will be sent to
those who register. All gardens will
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be within one mile of downtown
Davidson. Open to adults and
families.
Day: Sunday
Date: June 3
Time: 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Fee: Davidson Residents - FREE
(registration is required)
NR:
$5.00
Location: Tour map will be sent to
those who register.
Davidson Tour de Trees
Join us for a leisurely guided bike
ride to explore a variety of trees in
downtown Davidson, along the
greenway, and in nearby
neighborhoods. Learn about native,
historic, and unusual trees during
this guided tour. Bike and helmet
are required. Meeting location will
be sent to those who register. Ages
13 and older may attend. All
children must be accompanied by an
adult.
Day: Saturday
Date: May 26
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fee: $5.00
NR:
$10.00
Family Bike Ride - with the Spirited
Cyclist Bike Shop
Meet at the Spirited Cyclist Bike
Shop for a family-friendly bike ride.
This guided bike ride is a five mile
tour that includes cycling on the
greenway, side streets, and in
downtown Davidson. Bike and
helmet are required. All children
must be accompanied by an adult.
Day: Thursday
Date: May 17
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE
Location: Spirited Cyclist Bike
Shop (rear parking lot)
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Outdoor Adventures
In partnership with the Davidson
Lands Conservancy, we are
pleased to offer a wonderful
variety of hikes this spring, led by
expert naturalists. This is a great
opportunity to visit protected land
in and around the Town of
Davidson and to learn more about
your local greenways, parks, and
nature preserves.
Day: Sunday
Date: February 11, March
11, April 8, May 20
Time: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE
Location: See registration site

cargo bikes. There will be lots of
kids activities, too. Davidson Parks
and Recreation will have its solarelectric ELF bike to demo (made in
Durham, NC) and the Town of
Cornelius will have information on
new greenways that are currently
under development, and the
Town’s Bicycle Master Plan.
Register online to join a greenway
tour ride at 8:30am.
Day: Saturday
Date: May 12
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE

Juggle for All
Learn to manipulate objects in the
air, on the body, and on the
ground. Discover the right-brain,
left-brain shift that occurs when
juggling one, two, three, or more
objects. It’s fun, it’s exercise, it
gets you out of your box for a
minute, and it makes you feel
great. If you can already juggle,
come learn new tricks, different
props, and more effective
techniques. Ages 12 and older.
Registration is not required.
Day: Sunday
Date: Every Sunday between
now and June
Time 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Fee: Free
Location: Ada Jenkins Gymnasium

Sustainable Yoga for Older Adults
Sustainable Yoga is designed for
older adults. All are welcome.
Classes are modified to
accommodate the needs of
everybody. Come for flexibility,
strength, and relaxation. Leave
with a smile.
Day: Tuesday
Date: Monthly (February - April)
Time: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Fee: $30.00
NR:
$35.00

Lake Norman Bike Expo and
Community Ride
The Expo will provide attendees
an opportunity to try out bikes
from area bike shops, learn about
bicycle safety and maintenance,
and experience unique bikes such
as recumbents, folding cycles,
tandems, electric assist bikes, and

ADULT

Watercolors with Judith Brown
All skill levels are welcome. This
class will concentrate on mixing
colors and using transparent
washes to create vibrant
watercolor paintings. Please bring
a photo of something you wish to
paint. A materials list will be
emailed to all participants upon
registration. Classes meet
monthly. Ages 18 and older.
Day: Thursday
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Date: January 4 – 25, February 1
- 22, March 1 - 29, April 5 26, May 3 - 31
Time: 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $60.00 January, February,
April
$75.00 March, May
NR:
$65.00 January, February,
April
$80.00 March, May
Oil Painting with Judith Brown
All skill levels are welcome. Join us
for an exciting experience painting
with oils. This class will explore the
use of color as well as traditional
and contemporary materials and
techniques. Please bring a photo
of something you wish to paint. A
materials list will be emailed to all
participants upon registration.
Classes meet monthly. Ages 18
and older.
Day: Monday
Date: January 8 - 29 (skip
January 15), February 5 26, March 5 - 26,
April 2 - 30, May 7 - 21
Time: 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $45.00 January, May
$60.00 February, March
$75.00 April
NR:
$50.00 January, May
$65.00 February, March
$80.00 April
Women’s Self-Defense
Learn the basics of self-defense
along with understanding
situational awareness. You will
learn to identify potentially
dangerous situations and how to
exploit an attacker’s weaknesses.
You will learn basic self-defense

ALL PROGRAMS AND TRIPS MEET AT THE PARKS AND RECREATION OFFICE, 865 South
Street, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. Register online at www.townofdavidson.org/dpr. For
more information, call 704-892-3349 or visit www.townofdavidson.org/dpr. Financial
assistance is available to Town of Davidson residents.
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techniques that work regardless of
your size or skill. We will teach you
how to develop an ‘I will win’
attitude and show you how to use
your environment to your
advantage.
Day:
Saturday
Date: February 3 or March 10
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fee:
$50.00
NR:
$55.00
Beginner Spanish - Level 1
If you have little or no knowledge
of Spanish or you don’t know how
to read and write in Spanish, this
session will help you to take baby
steps into the language. From the
first session you will be introduced
in a comfortable and engaging way
to the basic foundations of Spanish
pronunciation. You will learn how
to read in Spanish, and will be
introduced to writing, and
continue with greetings/farewells,
articles, agreement of articlesnouns-adjectives, question words,
class commands, and frequent
questions and answers that will
allow you to start a
conversation. Through oral
activities and exercises in class, you
will learn to ask and respond to
daily life basic questions. After
completing this level you will be
able to introduce yourself, use
greetings and farewells, and
understand class commands.
Day:
Wednesday
Date: February 7 - March 28
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee:
$220.00
NR:
$230.00
Learning the Art of Meditation
Did you know that meditation is a
skill; much like learning to parallel
park or ride a bicycle? In these

classes, baby step by baby step we
lead you toward achieving the art
of meditation. In class one, we
introduce you to a simple
technique, so you can practice
creating a new habit on your own.
In the second class, we introduce
you to meditation tools to further
your inner growth.
Day: Wednesday
Date: February 7 or 14
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: $12.00
NR:
$15.00
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to review to ensure they will work
for your current situation. We will
spend time discussing special
situations (second
marriages/blended families, special
needs beneficiaries, business
owners, etc.) that should be
considered when creating an estate
plan.
Day: Monday
Date: March 5
Time: 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE
Location: Town Hall Board Room

Understanding Social Security and
Medicare
Learn the strategies and the
methods needed to claim your
Social Security and how to receive
your maximum benefit amount
based on your needs and tax
considerations. You will also learn
about filing for Medicare and how
Citizen CPR Course
The American Red Cross Citizen CPR to choose the right Medicare
Supplement, Advantage and/or Part
course is designed to teach
D plan. This program taught, by
untrained bystanders how to
David Hedges of Bookman Bright
perform hands-only CPR. Having
more citizens trained in this simple Tax & Consulting, will include an
interactive workbook as well as a
skill can help save lives by putting
more cardiac arrest victims within a customized Social Security claim
report.
few steps of lifesaving assistance.
Day: Wednesday
Day: Monday
Date: February 12 or April 23
Date: March 7
Time: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE
Fee: $60.00 Individual Rate
$95.00 Couple Rate
Estate Planning Basics - What Legal NR:
$70.00 Individual Rate
Documents Every Adult Should
$105.00 Couple Rate
Have
Location: Town Hall Board Room
This presentation will cover the
basic legal documents that all
THERAPEUTIC RECREATION
adults should have and the
In partnership with the Towns of Davidson,
consequences if these documents
Cornelius, and Huntersville, Mecklenburg
are not in place at one’s incapacity
County’s expanded therapeutic recreation
or death. Even if you already have
programs will include a wide variety of
estate planning documents, this
activities for all ages. Call 980-314-1300 for
presentation will include elements
more information.
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QPR
QPR stands for Question, Persuade,
and Refer, three simple steps that
anyone can learn to help save a life
from suicide. Just as people trained
in CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver
help save thousands of lives each
year, people trained in QPR learn
how to recognize the warning signs
of a suicide crisis and how to
question, persuade, and refer
someone to help. QPR can be
learned in our Gatekeeper course in
as little as one hour. Age 13 and
older.
Day: Monday
Date: March 5
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE

soil amending, as well as specific
medicinal herbs to plant and how
they can support your system.
Day:
Wednesday
Date: March 14
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $16.00
NR:
$20.00
Location: Davidson Green School

So You are (or Your Child is) Now
18….Now What?
This program will cover what legal
rights and responsibilities a person
gains when he/she turns 18. Time
will be spent discussing how privacy
laws impact access to health and
school records once a person turns
18. We will also discuss the legal
documents that one should
consider after turning 18.
Day: Monday
Date: March 12
Time: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee: FREE
Location: Town Hall Board Room

Introduction to Floral Design
Led by Nancy and Marina of Bella
Grace Floral, this one-time
workshop will provide students
with an understanding of basic
floral design to include the care
and handling of flowers, how to
choose flowers appropriate for an
arrangement, color compatibility
and choice, and the techniques
associated with designing an
arrangement. Each student will be
provided with a vase and the
ingredients to create their own
floral design. Ages 18 and older.
Day: Thursday
Date: March 15
Time: 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $45.00
NR:
$50.00
Location: Bella Grace Florist

Creating a Medicinal Herb Garden
Throughout time, herbs have been
used for medicine and nourishment.
Herb gardens awaken our senses,
gift us medicine to support our
systems, and connect us to nature.
In this workshop, you will learn how
to create a medicinal and culinary
herb garden from the ground up.
Topics covered will include proper
placement within your landscape,

Stress Buster
We can help you. If you’re stuck in
stress mode, we can teach you to
identify this negative energy and
redirect it into a motivating,
positive force.
Day: Wednesday
Dates: April 4 or 11
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: $12.00
NR:
$15.00
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Beginner Spanish - Level 2
This course is recommended for
those who have successfully
completed Beginner Spanish Level
1, or who have studied Spanish
previously and have a good
understanding of the use of articles,
noun and adjective agreement, and
know how to read with about 80%
accuracy. After completing this level
you will be able to describe people,
ask for directions to different places
in the city, start to make your own
simple questions and sentences, tell
others about your feelings and start
to become more comfortable using
the language.
Day:
Wednesday
Date: April 11 - May 30
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee:
$220.00
NR:
$230.00
How to Pay for College
Learn how to match the best
college with the needs of your son
or daughter and pay for it with as
little of your own money as
possible. David Hedges of Bookman
Bright Tax & Consulting will discuss
strategies to use and opportunities
for college selection, financial
preparation for college, and tools
and resources readily available to
you that can make the college
decision process easier and less
expensive. Couple rate is per
household. Sandwiches and
refreshments will be provided.
Day: Wednesday
Date: May 2
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Fee: $60.00 Individual Rate
$95.00 Couple Rate
NR:
$70.00 Individual Rate
$105.00 Couple Rate
Location: Town Hall Board Room
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TRIPS

Historic Brattonsville
Experience living history at this
775-acre Revolutionary War site.
On this tour, costumed
interpreters will demonstrate
historic farming techniques and
day-to-day activities all while
exploring more than 30 historic
structures from the 1970s to the
late 19th century.
Day: Tuesday
Date: April 24
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Fee:
NR:

$30.00
$35.00

Reed Gold Mine
Strike it rich. Join DPR on this trip
to the first documented gold find
in the United States. On this tour,
you will be able to tour the
restored underground tunnels
and see exhibits of gold and
historical mining equipment. After
the tour, participants will be able
to pan for their own gold.
Day: Thursday
Date: May 10
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $25.00
NR:
$30.00

DavidsonLearns seeks to enhance the intellectual life of adults by providing a
selection of challenging, diverse and relevant courses and, in so doing, form a
community of learners.
Classes include:
Rise and Fall of the American Newspaper w Norway Art, Folk Tales, and a
Novel w Global Trade and Int’l Relations w Rebirth of Religion in China
w Int’l Affairs: Emerging Issues; Humanities w Revolution Part 2 w Latin
American Immigration w Intermediate Genealogy Workshop wAdvanced
Poetry Workshop: James Wright w Impact of Intelligence in WW II w JFK,
LBJ and the 1960s in America w Civil Rights Movement in the
U.S. w Environmental History: Lens for Environmental Policy w Brief
Introduction into Bioethics w U.S. Supreme Court and Free
Speech w Gettysburg: Fight that Changed America
Visit www.davidsonlearns.org for complete information.
DavidsonLearns membership fees apply.
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EVENTS
Town Day
Join us on the town green for the
48th Annual Town Day celebration.
This year’s celebration will include
Davidson’s own Amazing Race,
games, food, vendors,
performances, and much more.
We encourage all citizens to walk
or ride a bike (May is National Bike
Month) to the green and park your
bike in our bicycle corral.
Day: Saturday
Date: May 5
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Senior Scholars
Join us starting in January for
monthly lectures on current topics
of interest to the senior
community.
Date:
rd
3 Wednesday of the Month
Time:
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Location:
Town Hall Board Room
STAFF CONTACTS

Charlene Minor
Sustainability and Natural Assets
Manager
cminor@townofdavidson.org
Kathryn Spatz
Director
kspatz@townofdavidson.org
Leslie Willis
Healthy Living & Wellness Manager
lwillis@townofdavidson.org

Parks & Recreation: January - May 2018
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Enjoy a self-guided watercraft adventure
through Lake Davidson. We will provide you
with paddles, life vests, and your choice of a
kayak, canoe, or paddle board.

May 5
Bike/Walk to Town Day
May 9
Bike/Walk to School Day
May 12
Lake Norman Bike Expo
(see page 4)
May 14 - 18
Bike to Work (& Town) week
May 17
Spirited Cyclist Family Bike Ride
(see page 4)

Rental period will begin in May.

ReadDavidson

ReadDavidson is a town-wide initiative
organized by a group of avid readers, Main
Street Books, the Town of Davidson, and the
Davidson Public Library. Since 2007, books
have been chosen annually, and book-related
events have been planned to make each book
come to life. Each year citizens are invited to
participate in programs and events. Stay tuned
for more information after the first of the year.
Coming this Spring!

Join Davidson, Huntersville, and
Cornelius at McEver Fields for the
Official Skills Competition of Major
League Baseball.

EARTH DAY FAIR
Saturday, April 21
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Davidson Farmer’s Market
Non-Discrimination Policy
The Town of Davidson does not discriminate on the basis of
race, gender, color, national origin, sex, religion, disability
status or age in provisions of services.
Scholarship Policy
The Town of Davidson offers scholarships to residents. If
the participant qualifies for reduced lunch, he/she might be
eligible for assistance of up to 50% off the published fee. If
the participant qualifies for free lunch, he/she may be
eligible for 75% off the published fee. All scholarship
applicants must show proof of eligibility for financial
assistance.

DAVIDSON TOWN DAY
Saturday, May 5
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Davidson Town Green

How do I Find Out About Events?
Davidson Community Calendar

www.davidsoncommunitycalendar.org

Like Us on Facebook

Town of Davidson, NC – Town Hall &
Town of Davidson Parks and Recreation

Follow us on Twitter

and Instagram

www.townofdavidson.org/dpr

Public Works

Winter Storm
Response
Hope for the best, plan for the
worst, and prepare to be surprised. Our
frigid week of sub-20 degree days has
passed and we enjoyed a few inches of
snow on January 17, but we may have
more wintry weather on the way, so we are
prepared for ice and snow between now
and April.
Winter storm response falls into one
to three categories: anti-icing, de-icing,
and snow removal. Anti-icing (also
called brining or pre-wetting) work is
done immediately before a winter event
is forecast. The town sprays liquid salt
brine onto roadways, creating a layer that
prevents the ice and snow from bonding
with the pavement. When the snow and
ice does arrive, roads that have been
pre-treated with brine require less solid
rock salt to clear. Because the 23% brine
solution uses less salt, and because it can
be applied when the roads are still clear,
anti-icing is very cost-effective. The town
has a 1,000-gallon brine applicator tank,
and can typically apply 2,000 gallons of
brine to town and state roads in an eighthour period preceding a forecasted storm.
De-icing occurs after ice and snow
have fallen. The town uses two rock salt
spreaders to distribute salt on town and
state roads. Salt is spread at a prescribed

Employee Spotlight: Jesse Bouk
rate. If the application is too light, ice will
not melt sufficiently. If it is applied too
heavily, excess salt will run off into our
streams and waterways. Salt needs time
to work, and there is a diminished return,
as well as negative environmental effects,
from over-application.
The town operates six snow plows to
remove snow and melted ice from the
roadways. Plows will not remove solid
ice, and we can’t use plows in new
developments where manholes are set
above the pavement height. Despite these
limitations, with “all hands on deck,” we
are able to clear most of our town streets
during snow events.
Routes for snow and ice removal are
shown on the town website at www.
townofdavidson.org/snowremovalmap.
Main Street, Concord Road, DavidsonConcord Rd, Grey Road, East-Rocky
River Road, and Highway 73 are
state-maintained roads, and the North
Carolina Department of Transportation
is responsible for snow and ice removal
on these roads. Town-maintained roads
that carry high traffic volume, are on
emergency response routes, or have steep
grades, are part of the primary (firstpriority) route. The town has also cleared
state-maintained roads in the past when
the state was not able to do so in a
reasonable amount of time.
With all this said, let’s hope the rest of the
winter is mild.

Jesse Bouk joined the Town of Davidson
public works department in 2013 as
the department’s operations supervisor.
He handles a variety of responsibilities
including:
• storm water, street, and sidewalk repairs,
• landscape and athletic field
maintenance,
• snow and ice removal,
• general facilities maintenance, and
• the supervision of two public works
crews.
He is the go-to person for public worksrelated questions and can frequently be
found helping residents around town. He
credits the department’s success to the
great employees who are out in the field
everyday working to make Davidson a
better place. He recently completed the
UNC School of Government Effective
Supervisory Management program, and
holds Backflow Tester, Playground Safety
Inspector and Pesticide certifications. Jesse
enjoys spending his free time with his wife
Leah, son Bryce, and cheering on his alma
mater, the North Carolina State Wolfpack.

Please like our Facebook page:
Town of Davidson – Town Hall
Please follow us on Twitter:
@TownofDavidson
Please follow us on Instagram at
TownofDavidson

Melissa, Ben, and Alex Atherton enjoyed a day of sledding in Davidson.

www.townofdavidson.org
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Potts/Sloan/Beaty Corridor Project Update
The project, managed by the
North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT)and consultant
Kimley-Horn, with input from the Town
of Davidson, consists of three main pieces:
• A new road connecting Sloan Street to
the north end of Potts Street. The town
has been considering this connector
for over ten years now, to provide some
relief to the Main Street-Concord
Road intersection. On the east side
of Main Street, two connector streets
serve a similar function: Eugenia Street
and Chairman Blake Lane. At the
November 14, 2017 Davidson Board
of Commissioners meeting, the board
weighed three alignment options for this
connector and decided to proceed with
the most direct option, shown below.

neighborhoods, as well as the Ingersoll
Rand campus. NCDOT plans to host
another public meeting (date TBD) to
gather more citizen input.
• A roundabout at the intersection
of Beaty Street and Griffith Street.
Roundabouts can manage more traffic,
with lower congestion, than traditional
signalized intersections. They also tend
to have fewer and less severe crashes
than traditional intersections. This is
due to the roundabout radius which
forces cars to travel slower than they
would through a straight intersection.
Also, the most dangerous “t-bone”
crashes are eliminated. For pedestrians,
any high-volume intersection can be
challenging. Roundabout crosswalks
have several advantages over traditional

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

• A sidewalk along Beaty Street, Sloan
Street, and Potts Street to the town's
south limit. Design and survey work
is currently underway for pedestrian
facilities along the corridor. Various
sidewalk widths will be considered
by the board of commissioners, along
with any potential impacts to property.
Multi-use paths, or MUPs, may be
considered for the corridor. MUPs are
typically 10-foot wide and provide a safe
and comfortable space for pedestrians,
as well as the 60% of residents that
typically fall into the “interested but
concerned” category of cyclists. This
MUP is an effective way to serve our
Beaty Street/Armour Street
8

intersection crosswalks: there are
fewer conflicting streams of traffic to
deal with, and the crossing distance
is reduced by the presence of the
“pedestrian refuge” splitter that divides
the crosswalk. The proposed GriffithBeaty-Sloan roundabout is still in the
design phase. We have learned from
past roundabout installations and will
advocate for making them safer for
pedestrians.
Here is a brief history of the Potts/Sloan/
Beaty Corridor project:
• The town considered connecting
the north Potts Street cul-de-sac to
Sloan Street as early as 2002, with the
www.townofdavidson.org

•

•

•

intention of providing an additional
north-south route through town.
The town commissioned engineered
drawings for the connection at that
time.
2011: The Charlotte Regional
Transportation Planning Organization
(CRTPO) allocated $2 million in
federal dollars to construct a downtown
parking deck.
March 2012: Parking deck project and
Red Line Regional Rail project put on
hold.
April 2012: Potts/Sloan connector and
corridor improvements considered for
reallocation of $2 million parking deck
funds.
July 2013: The town commissioned
Alta Planning + Design, a local active
transportation planning firm, to assist
with the corridor design.
December 2013: A public charrette for
the corridor design was held. Project
drawings were developed with project
cost estimates of $2 million.
2014: $2 million in federal funding no
longer available.
August 2014: Town contracted for
an environmental assessment and real
estate analysis for corridor and street
connector.
January 2015: Project concepts and
cost estimates submitted to Lake
Norman Transportation Commission
(LNTC) for inclusion in Metropolitan
Transportation Plan as part of the
I-77 Managed Lanes Bonus Allocation
funding.
March 2015: Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) approved
CRTPO Bonus Allocation and Surface
Transportation Program – Direct
Attributable project list including $2.2
million for Potts/Sloan/Beaty corridor
and $6 million for Potts St/Hwy 115
intersection improvements in Cornelius.
April 2015: Davidson and Cornelius
staff meet with NCDOT and LNTC
staff to discuss project management and
coordination.
October 2016: To facilitate the use of
federal funding, the town temporarily
transferred Potts Street, Sloan Street,
continued, right

Economic Development

Liz Connolly of Elisabeth Rose Social Stationery
(pictured) and Jason Tognarina, a partner of the
group that is opening Mandolino’s Artisan Pizza, each
accepted $5,000 grants from the Town of Davidson
on behalf of their businesses to make improvements
to their physical space. The goals of the Davidson
Main Street Business Grant Program are to provide
direct financial benefit to small Davidson businesses,
retain and create jobs in Davidson, and spur private
investment in association with small businesses in our
local historic district.

Christmas in Davidson Doggie Fashion Show
Contestant and Davidson resident Michelle Parris and
her very sharply dressed Clipsey.

North Mecklenburg Christmas Parade Grand Marshal
Sterling Martin, and his wife, Mary, greeted spectators
along the parade route.

Davidson Elementary P.E. Teacher Mr. Walter Rabb leads the Turning Tigers along the North Mecklenburg
Christmas Parade route. Those kids can jump rope!

and Beaty Street to NCDOT. After the
completion of the project, these streets
will be returned to the town system.
• December 2016: The NCDOT
commissioned Kimley-Horn, a civil
engineering firm, to manage design
and construction of the Davidson and
Cornelius projects.
• May 2017: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency conducted soil
sampling along corridor and remediated

areas where asbestos-containing material
was found.
• October 5, 2017: NCDOT, KimleyHorn, the Town of Davidson, and
the Town of Cornelius held a public
charrette in Cornelius, to receive public
feedback on the Potts/Beaty/Sloan
Corridor, and the Cornelius Bonus
Allocation project.
• November 14, 2017: Davidson Board of
Commissioners endorsed one of the three
www.townofdavidson.org

Dr. Stacey Devine (pictured with husband Dr. Brian
Devine) cut the ribbon on her new medical practice on
Dec. 7, 2017. Devine Integrative Healthcare, PLLC is
an integrative medical practice located at 452 S. Main
Street, Suite 130. Dr. Stacey Devine is board certified
in both Family and Integrative Medicine. For more
information please see www.devineintegrative.com.

connector road options.
We expect to have complete right-of-way
plans by October 2018. Between now and
October, there will be opportunities for
residents to comment on the designs, and
discuss costs and benefits with NCDOT,
Kimley-Horn, and the town staff and
board. Real estate acquisition is scheduled
for October 2018 - July 2019, with
construction beginning in January 2020.
9

New businesses
in town:
Honeysuckle Home
(South Main area where Seasons
at the Lake used to be)
Pete & Pop’s Findery
(next to Clean Juice on Jetton
Street)
Ganapati Wellness
(107 N. Main Street – above
Soda Shop) – counseling and
hypnotherapy
Devine Integrative Healthcare
located at 452 S. Main St.

Affordable Housing

Coming soon to
Bailey Springs
JCB Urban Company, in partnership
with the Town of Davidson, Davidson
Housing Coalition, and Our Towns
Habitat for Humanity, will soon begin
building the first of fifteen new homes in
the Bailey Springs neighborhood. These
homes will be built on land donated to
the town through the town’s affordable
housing initiative. The price range will
be approximately $125,000 to $175,000.
Five of the homes are available to
households with incomes less than 50%
of the area median income (AMI), five
homes are available to households with
incomes less than 95% of AMI, and five
will be available to households earning less
than 125% of AMI. For example, a family
of four may qualify for a home designated
in the 50% price range if the household
wages are less than $35,350. The deed
restrictions require owner occupancy,
and increase in value is 2% per year. The
common areas will be donated to the
Bailey Springs Homeowners Association
for ongoing maintenance. If you are
interested in one of these homes, or know
someone who might be, please contact
either Gail Brooks-Lemkin with the
Davidson Housing Coalition
(gail@davidsonhousing.org ) or Cindy
Reid with the Town of Davidson
(creid@townofdavidson.org).
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Davidson Connections is a networking group that meets the first Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. at different
locations around town as part of our business retention and entrepreneurship efforts. Please join us! Pictured here are
AR Workshop owner Beth Drinkwater and frequent Davidson Connections attendee Julie Alexander.

The Fay, Harris, and Jones families, all Kimberly Road residents, had a blast sledding in the snow!
Photo credit: Jaymi Fay

www.townofdavidson.org

Public Information

Mobile App and SeeClickFix
The Town of Davidson announces
the launch of a mobile app to provide
another way for citizens to engage with
our town. This tool is easy to download on
an Apple or Android device. It contains 17
icons offering a variety of ways to engage
with the town. Users can:
•
•
•
•
•

Get meeting agendas,
Watch meetings live,
View the events calendar,
Access the town staff directory,
Get information on dining, shopping,
and lodging,
• Get parks and trails information,
• View parking and greenway maps, and
• Use SeeClickFix, a module that enables
citizens to report an issue related to
public services such as a pothole, an
uneven sidewalk, overgrown weeds, etc.

How to install the app:
For Apple devices:
• Go to the App
Store and search for
"CivicMobile" (NOT
"CivicMobile Preview"
or "CivicMobile Demo"
• Select "Get"
• Type "Davidson, NC" into the "Search"
bar and click the square with the arrow
to the right of the bar
• Select "Please do not show this again"
and click "cancel"

SeeClickFix is a portal that enables
citizens to report public services issues
related to:
• public works (graffiti, malfunctioning
flashing beacons, park conditions),
• code enforcement (overgrown weeds,
noise, junk vehicles on private property),
and,
• public safety (loose or dangerous
animals or traffic safety concerns).
SeeClickFix is not a tool to report
emergencies — if it is a true emergency,
please call 911.

SeeClickFix users
can upload a photo
and also “pin” a
map location in a
report. The system
collects requests,
distributes them
to the appropriate
town staff member,
allows staff to enter
them into a work
flow queue, and
communicates
progress on the
issue and a timeline
for resolution for
all users to see.
SeeClickFix is
accessible via our
app, and also from
a desktop computer
at: https://
seeclickfix.com/davidson/report
One of our town’s core values is: “Open
communication is essential to an engaged
citizenry, so town government will seek
and provide accurate, timely information
and promote public discussion of important
issues.” This is another great tool that
enables us to interact with our citizens.
Please install the app today.
If you have any questions, please contact
Public Information Officer Cristina
Shaul at 704-940-9602 or cshaul@
townofdavidson.org.

For Android devices:
• Go to Google Play and search for
"Town of Davidson"
• Click "Install"
• Select "Please do not show this again"
and click "cancel"

www.townofdavidson.org
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Continued from page one

new opportunities to get involved -- it’s
important. Stay actively engaged via
the Town Message, social media, and
just plain talking with your neighbors.
Together we can all keep our Davidson the
special place it is.

eCrier
To receive news releases from the
town, please sign up for our
eCrier emails at
www.townofdavidson.org/eCrier.
We have a variety of subscription
lists from which to choose, including
Town Board, Town Manager’s
Report, News Releases (general
news), Planning, Parks & Recreation
Programs, Garbage/Recycling
Collection, and Public Safety.

Davidson kids enjoyed the most recent parks &
recreation bike clinic this fall where they learned about
bike safety and improved their maneuvering. We’ll offer
more bike activities in May for National Bike Month.
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Davidson Community Calendar
Wondering what’s going on in town? Check out our calendar on the
homepage of our website – click on the green calendar icon along the center row and it
will take you directly to www.davidsoncommunitycalendar.org. Not only does this show
all Town of Davidson events, meetings, and programs, but Davidson organizations can
submit events.

Upcoming Meetings and Events:
February 1: Davidson Connections meets at Davidson Town Hall at 9:00 a.m.
February 8: Davidson Mobility Plan Kick-Off — Community Conversation from 6:00
to 8:30 p.m. at Davidson United Methodist Church
February 6: Davidson Board of Commissioners informal meeting at 4:00 p.m. in the
community room of the Davidson Public Library
February 13: Davidson Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:00 p.m. (work session) and
6:00 p.m. (regular meeting) at Davidson Town Hall
February 19: Davidson Coffee Chat at 6:30 p.m. at The Egg in Davidson
February 27: Davidson Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:00 p.m. (work session) and
6:00 p.m. (regular meeting) at Davidson Town Hall
March 1: Davidson Connections meets at Lake Norman Cottage at 9:00 a.m.
March 5-8: Davidson Mobility Plan 4-Day Charrette, locations vary, daytime and
evening hours
March 6: Davidson Board of Commissioners informal meeting at 4:00 p.m. in the
community room of the Davidson Public Library
March 13: Davidson Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:00 p.m. (work session) and
6:00 p.m. (regular meeting) at Davidson Town Hall
March 19: Davidson Coffee Chat at 9:00 a.m. at The Egg in Davidson
March 27: Davidson Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:00 p.m. (work session) and
6:00 p.m. (regular meeting) at Davidson Town Hall
April 3: Davidson Board of Commissioners informal meeting at 4:00 p.m. in the
community room of the Davidson Public Library
April 10: Davidson Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:00 p.m. (work session) and
6:00 p.m. (regular meeting) at Davidson Town Hall
April 12: Davidson Connections meets at Homewood Suites at 9:00 a.m.
April 16: Davidson Coffee Chat at 6:30 p.m. at The Egg in Davidson
April 20: April is for Arts: Gallery Crawl
April 21, 22: April is for Arts: Art on the Green
April 22: Concert on the Green at 6 p.m.
April 24: Davidson Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:00 p.m. (work session) and
6:00 p.m. (regular meeting) at Davidson Town Hall
www.townofdavidson.org
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