Citizens Encouraged to Attend the Park at Beaty
Last Public Forum before Recommendation to Board
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. (Planned Program)
Davidson Town Hall
DAVIDSON, N.C. – The Park at Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force invites all citizens to an upcoming
public forum from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 19, at Davidson Town Hall. The format for the
evening will be a planned presentation along with a question and answer period.
The Task Force will share information from geotechnical and hydrologic studies on the pond/dam and
the property. The studies were completed by engineering firm Kimley-Horn in mid-January and included
a geotechnical assessment of the dam integrity and dam maintenance costs, other possible options,
water quality assessments and a hydrologic analysis of water flow on the property.
A schematic of a proposed park design will be available. The Task Force will provide a brief recap of
public input to date and share information on exploratory research for possible funding sources and the
possibility of a nonprofit to serve as a “friends group” to all Davidson parks.
After the presentations, the Task Force is opening the forum up to a Q&A period.
For more information and updates at www.townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty.

About the Task Force and the Beaty Property
The citizen-led task force was appointed by the Davidson Board of Commissioners in late May
2018 and charged with soliciting input from Davidson citizens to identify park and recreation
needs along with ancillary public amenities in keeping with the natural, park-like setting of the
property.
Citizens can find more information at www.townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty. The task force
meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. The locations are the Davidson

Town Hall board room on the 1st Wednesday and the Hurt Hub, 210 Delburg Street, on the 3rd
Wednesday.
Kathryn Spatz, Parks & Recreation Director for the town, will serve as primary staff liaison for
the task force. Please contact Kathryn at 704-940-9644, kspatz@townofdavidson.org for more
information regarding the task force’s work and schedule.
###

Last Public Input Session for Park at Beaty Rescheduled

Jan. 3, 2019

New Date: Feb. 19, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Town Hall
The Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force has rescheduled its final public input session to Feb. 19
(previously scheduled for Jan. 14) to ensure information from engineering and hydrologic studies on the
pond/dam and the property be available to Task Force and the public. The session will include a
presentation from the Task Force and a Q&A period.
The Task Force held more than a dozen diverse public input opportunities last year, including two
surveys, two public input sessions, nine guided hikes, a back-to-school event at Gethsemane church, a
Kids Draw-a-Park and an info booth at the Davidson Farmers’ Market, and an idea wall at Town Hall and
on Pinterest.
The Task Force has carefully considered all input to date and has identified most popular features
consistent with the Task Force’s charge to “sponsor public forums to solicit community input and
identify park and recreation needs along with ancillary public amenities in keeping with the natural,
park-like setting and the natural tree canopy.”
Major property elements that may influence the Task Force’s recommendations focus on the viability
and feasibility of the pond/dam, the ecological benefits of the pond versus wetlands, and the water
flow/stormwater management on the property.
The Town of Davidson engaged Kimley Horn, an engineering firm, to provide a geotechnical assessment
of the dam integrity and dam maintenance costs, water quality assessments and a hydrologic analysis of
water flow on the property. The engineering study will provide necessary information the Task Force
needs to arrive at a recommendation. The study is expected to be completed by mid-January.
Results of the study, along with a schematic of a proposed park design based on public input to date and
Task Force research, will be available at the last public input session on Feb. 19.
For more information and updates at www.townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty.

Most Favored Park Amenities Based on Public Input to Date

Natural Trails
Tree Canopy
Gathering Spaces
Amphitheater
Tree Houses
Natural Play Areas
Pollinator Garden
Restrooms
Parking
Small building with gathering and other public space amenities
(TBD through more public input)
11/1/18

Citizens Encouraged to Attend the Park at Beaty
Public Input Session 2:
Monday, November 5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. (Open House Format)
Gethsemane Baptist Church, 565 Jetton Street, Davidson
DAVIDSON, N.C. – The Park at Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force invites all citizens to an upcoming
public input session on Monday, November 5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.at the Gethsemane Baptist Church,
565 Jetton Street, in Davidson. The session will be a drop-in format to review conceptual designs with
estimated time of 20 minutes needed to provide input and talk with Task Force members.
The Task Force has been charged with sponsoring public forums to solicit community input and identify
park and recreation needs along with ancillary public amenities in keeping with the natural, park-like
setting and the hardwood tree canopy of the nearly 20-acre Beaty Street Property. The property is
bordered on the west side by Beaty Street (across from the Ingersoll Rand area) and on the east side by
the railroad that runs behind homes along Main Street.
Based on two online surveys which had more than 800 combined responses, information shared by
citizens on idea walls at Town Hall, and the first in-person public input session in which nearly 100
citizens attended, the Task Force will share early stage conceptual designs to glean further citizen input.
The early stage concepts take into consideration citizen feedback regarding natural, reflective,
gathering, exercise, child-centered, and educational spaces, combined with research on economic and
environmental considerations conducted by the Task Force. Task Force members will be present to
answer questions, review the process thus far, and gather additional input.
One remaining public input session is scheduled for Jan. 14, which is expected to be the last public input
session before the Task Force presents its recommendations to the Town Board. Each session and
survey builds on previous input so citizens are encouraged to continue attending to contribute to the
process.
More information on the Beaty Task Force: TownofDavidson.org/ParkatBeaty

Update from Beaty Street Task Force

October 1, 2018

The Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force, appointed by the Davidson Board of Commissioners in late
May 2018, has held a number of public input opportunities through the summer and into fall. Charged
with soliciting input from Davidson citizens to identify park and recreation needs along with ancillary
public amenities in keeping with the natural, park-like setting of the property, the Task Force has
implemented surveys and in-person public input opportunities.
Among the activities to date to build awareness about the park property and to solicit public input:







Two online surveys
Six guided hikes of the Beaty property
A Back-to-School event at Gethsemane Baptist Church
A Kids Draw-a-park World of Wonder booth at the Davidson Farmers Market
An Idea Wall at Town Hall and also on Pinterest
A public input session at Davidson Town Hall

Based on surveys and public input to date, citizen input is trending toward natural spaces. Some
amenities of interest include an amphitheater, restrooms, educational signage, treehouses, and trails.
The Task Force held a working retreat on October 7 to delve more deeply into feedback from the public
input session and surveys. Based on that input, the Task Force began working with consultant Gary
Fankhouser of ViZ Designs, a local landscape architecture firm, on conceptual ideas and plans. The Task
Force is planning a third survey to glean feedback on possible park features on the upper northeast
section of the property, near Beaty and Main streets. The Task Force is tentatively planning to share
conceptual designs at the upcoming Public Input Session on Nov. 5 at Gethsemane Baptist Church.
In addition to seeking public input, the Task Force is coordinating a hydrology study on the property to
assess the most economically and environmentally responsible approaches to address safety and
maintenance issues of the on-site dam and wetland below it as well as the handling of storm water
runoff and enhancing water quality. A land survey is under way, and a phase I environmental testing of
soil is being considered by the Town. The Task Force has researched other parks (and visited ones in the
local area) to study amenities and management structures based on suggestions from citizen input.

Please hold these dates for Public Input Sessions



Nov. 5, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Gethsemane Baptist Church
Jan. 14, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Davidson Town Hall

Guided Beaty Property Hikes



Nov. 4, 2 to 3 p.m.
Nov. 16, 1 to 2 p.m.

Hikes meet in cul-de-sac at 203 Hobbs Street
For more information, updates and survey links: www.townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty.
###

Citizens Encouraged to Attend the Park at Beaty
Public Input Session:
Monday, September 17, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. (Open House Format)
Davidson Town Hall
DAVIDSON, N.C. – The Park at Beaty Street Conceptual PlanTask Force invites all citizens to an upcoming
public input session on Monday, September 17, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Davidson Town Hall. The
session will be a drop-in format with estimated time needed to provide input around 20 minutes.
The Task Force has been charged with sponsoring public forums to solicit community input and identify
park and recreation needs along with ancillary public amenities in keeping with the natural, park-like
setting and the hardwood tree canopy of the nearly 20-acre Beaty Street Property. The property is
bordered on the west side by Beaty Street (across from the Ingersoll Rand area) and on the east side by
the railroad that runs behind homes along Main Street.
Based on two public surveys and information shared by citizens on idea walls at Town Hall, the Task
Force will feature seven different stations which will include conceptual photographs along with a list of
amenities. Citizens will be asked to select what they most want to see as part of the park. The stations
relate to the following spaces: natural, reflective, gathering, exercise, child-centered, educational and
other, with citizens having the chance to specify ideas that may not fit into the labeled categories.
Citizens are also encouraged to post their ideas that may not be listed on the labeled boards. Task Force
members will be present to answer questions and review the process thus far.
Two additional public input sessions are scheduled for Nov. 5 and Jan. 14. Each session and survey builds
on previous input so citizens are encouraged to continue attending to contribute to the process.
More information on the Beaty Task Force: TownofDavidson.org/ParkatBeaty

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Aug.16, 2018

Beaty Street Task Force Plans Public Input Opportunities
Complete Survey 2 between Aug. 18 and Sept. 3
The Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force, made up of 14 Davidson citizens, has scheduled a number
of public input opportunities to gather feedback from citizens regarding the Beaty Street property.
Among them:
Online Input Opportunities




Surveys: survey 2 will be open Aug. 18 through Sept. 3. Based on an 80 percent response rate in
the first survey that citizens prefer the Beaty Property as a natural space, the second survey will
seek to determine the types of natural spaces Town of Davidson citizens prefer. Find link to
current survey at townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty
Park at Beaty Pinterest Board; e-mail ParkatBeaty@TownofDavidson.org to request posting
privileges.

Guided Beaty Property Hikes


Guided Beaty Property Hikes: if you missed the first hike in August, there’s still a chance to get a
first-hand glimpse of the property: Aug. 17 (1 to 2 p.m.) Sept. 2 (2 to 3 p.m.); Sept. 21 (1 to 2
p.m.); Oct. 7 (2 to 3 p.m.); Oct. 19 (1 to 2 p.m.); Nov. 4 (2 to 3 p.m.); Nov. 16 (1 to 2 p.m.). Hikes
meet in cul-de-sac at 203 Hobbs Street.

In-Person Input Opportunities




Public Input Idea Wall, Town Hall Rotunda, from now through Feb. 18. Bring photos, magazines
clippings or sketches of park ideas that appeal to you.
Back-to-School Breakout, Gethsemane Baptist Church, Aug. 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Kids Draw-a-Park World of Wonder, Davidson Farmers Market, Sept. 29, 8 a.m. to 12 Noon





Public Input Session #1, Davidson Town Hall, Sept. 17, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Public Input Session #2, Gethsemane Baptist Church, Nov. 5, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Public Input Session #3, Davidson Town Hall, Jan. 14, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

About the Task Force and the Beaty Property
The citizen-led Task Force was appointed by the Davidson Board of Commissioners in late May and
charged with soliciting input from Davidson citizens to identify park and recreation needs along with
ancillary public amenities in keeping with the natural, park-like setting of the property.
Early in the year, the Board of Commissioners voted to preserve nearly 20 acres along Beaty Street for a
park. The property is bordered on its west side by Beaty Street (across from the Ingersoll Rand area). On
its east side it is bordered by the railroad that runs behind homes along Main Street.
The property is home to hardwoods and is primarily made up of tree canopy.
Citizens can find more information at townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty. Task Force meetings are the
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
###

Beaty Street Task Force Seeks Citizen Input
Complete Initial Survey Between Now and August 13

July 30, 2018

The Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force, made up of 14 Davidson citizens, is currently working to
develop an overall project timeline to make the park at Beaty a reality. The citizen-led Task Force was
appointed by the Davidson Board of Commissioners in late May and charged with soliciting input from
Davidson citizens to identify park and recreation needs along with ancillary public amenities in keeping
with the natural, park-like setting of the property.
Early in the year, the Board of Commissioners voted to preserve nearly 20 acres along Beaty Street for a
park. The property is bordered on its west side by Beaty Street (across from the Ingersoll Rand area). On
its east side it is bordered by the railroad that runs behind homes along Main Street.
The property is home to hardwoods and is primarily made up of tree canopy.
A major part of the group’s efforts will be to solicit input from Davidson citizens on what they would like
to see included in the park. To gain initial input, the Task Force is surveying citizens now through Aug. 13
about how they would like to be informed and involved in the project along with the type of amenities
they would like to see that are in keeping with the natural setting of the property.
Citizens can find the survey link and other information at townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty.
As part of the planning process, the Task Force is evaluating both the natural constraints and
opportunities presented by the property. Among the work under way:


Assessment of the dam on the property in terms of safety, cost of repairs, and other factors
pertinent to park planning. (The dam is overseen by the State; the Army Corps of Engineers
regulates wetlands and jurisdictional streams.)








Assessment of natural resources on the property. Mecklenburg County has just completed a
summer plant inventory and will discuss findings at an upcoming Task Force meeting. Two other
plant inventories are planned for the fall and the spring.
Research of existing parks to gather ideas and share with the public.
Evaluation of the legal elements of the Beaty Street park land, assessment of the suitability of
lands adjacent to or near the park for possible expansion of park’s footprint, and evaluation of
strategies for permanently conserving the park.
Development of public input strategies. In addition to surveys, other public input opportunities
are in the works. Among them: A hike series on the property (begins in August), an idea wall in
the Town Hall Rotunda, a Pinterest page, Back to School event, and public input forums. When
public input dates and opportunities are finalized, the Task Force will share through the Town of
Davidson and other outlets.

Task Force members: Ellyn Baeszler, Denise Beall, John Burke, Dave Cable, Leah Chester-Davis, Heidi
Dietrich, Gary Fagan, Peter Grisewood, Janet Makee, Bill Maloney, Karen Manfredi, Jason Parker, Gabriel
Schoen, and Alice Sudduth. Kathryn Spatz, Davidson Parks and Recreation Director, is the staff member
working with the group. Chris Matthews, Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation, and Gary
Fankhouser, ViZ Design, also are providing professional support to the group.
For more information, updates and survey links: www.townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty.
###

July 26, 2018
Beaty Task Force in Full Swing; Give Your Input!
Earlier this year, the Town of Davidson appointed a citizen-led Task Force and charged it with soliciting
input from Davidson citizens to identify park and recreation needs along with ancillary public amenities
in keeping with the natural, park-like setting of the property.
A number of public input opportunities are scheduled. Visit the Park at Beaty page on the Town’s
website for a complete list to be posted soon. Also watch for printed materials placed in various
locations around town.
One of the first opportunities for you to give input is a short survey, open now through August 13.

Beaty Street Task Force

July 13, 2018

The Beaty Street Conceptual Plan Task Force, made up of 14 Davidson citizens, is in the process of
developing an overall project timeline, which will include gathering public input. To adequately plan, the
Task Force is evaluating both the natural constraints and opportunities presented by the property.
Among the work under way:









Assessment of the dam on the property in terms of safety, cost of repairs, and other factors
pertinent to park planning. (The dam is overseen by the State; the Army Corps of Engineers
regulates wetlands and jurisdictional streams.)
Assessment of natural resources on the property. Mecklenburg County is currently conducting a
summer plant inventory. Two other plant inventories will be conducted in the fall and the
spring.
Research of existing parks to gather ideas and share with the public.
Evaluation of the legal elements of the Beaty Street park land, assessment of the suitability of
lands adjacent to or near the park for possible expansion of park’s footprint, and evaluation of
strategies for permanently conserving the park.
Development of public input strategies. Public input is a major focus of the Task Force. Among
items in the works are surveys, a hike series on the property (see Park and Rec activities guide),
idea boards, and public input forums.

Task Force members: Ellyn Baeszler, Denise Beall, John Burke, Dave Cable, Leah Chester-Davis, Heidi
Dietrich, Gary Fagan, Peter Grisewood, Janet Makee, Bill Maloney, Karen Manfredi, Jason Parker, Gabriel
Schoen, and Alice Sudduth. Kathryn Spatz, Davidson Parks and Recreation Director, is the staff member
working with the group. Chris Matthews, Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation, and Gary
Fankhouser, ViZ Design, also are providing professional support to the group.
For more information, updates and survey links – please provide your input! -www.townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty.

Learn. Hike. Give Input
In early 2018, the Town Board voted to preserve nearly 20 acres along Beaty Street for a park. A
citizen Task Force has been charged with getting your input to identify park and recreation
needs along with ancillary public amenities in keeping with the natural, park-like setting of the
property. Public input opportunities:
Respond to Surveys about Beaty Park
A series of surveys will be used to solicit public input. All surveys will be posted at
townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty. Check site frequently for updates!
1st & 3rd Wednesdays – Task Force Meetings (open to public); location varies; check
townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty
Guided hikes of the property by biologists, naturalists, birders & others
Aug. 12, 2 – 3 p.m.
Aug. 17, 1 – 2 p.m.
Sept. 2, 2 – 3 p.m.
Sept. 21, 1 – 2 p.m.
Oct. 7, 2 – 3 p.m.
Oct. 19, 2 – 3 p.m.
November 4, 2 – 3 p.m.
November 16, 1 – 2 p.m.
August 1 –January 1, 2018 – Public Input Board, Town Hall Rotunda
Share a park idea you love: attach photo, magazine clipping, sketch, other to our inspiration
station. August 1 – January 1
Ongoing – Pin It on Pinterest!
Share a park idea you love to our Pinterest board. E-mail us at
parkatbeaty@townofdavidson.org with request for access to our page! Now – when we get the
park!
August 18 – Back-to-School Breakout, Gethsemane Baptist Church
Children invited to draw a park for display in Town Hall; adults invited to complete survey

September 29 – World of Wonder Booth, Davidson Farmers Market (confirmed)
Children invited to draw a park for display in Town Hall; adults invited to complete survey
September 17 – Public Input Forum, Town Hall Board Room, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Share your ideas and give input to specific questions.
November 5 – Public Input Forum, Gethsemane Baptist Church, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Task Force
overview at 6:30 p.m.
Share your ideas and give input to specific questions.
January 14, 2019 – Public Input Forum, Town Hall Board Room, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Task Force
overview at 6:30 p.m. *NOTE: Rescheduled to Feb. 19 to give time for geotechnical study
completion.
Share your ideas and give input to specific questions.
Stay informed and be in touch!
The designation of this land as a park, its proximity to the heart of town and the opportunity for
Davidson citizens to provide input on how to shape this beautiful natural resource for current
and future generations presents our town with a public space treasure in a region where open
space and tree canopy are quickly disappearing.
Updates: townofdavidson.org/parkatbeaty
Contact the Task Force: parkatbeaty@townofdavidson.org

